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Getting Started with the National Biodiversity Database Citizen Science Portal
A step-by-step guide for first-time users
Website: Recording System :: Ireland's Citizen Science Portal

1. What is the NBDC?
The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) collects, manages and shares data on Ireland’s wildlife. Its Citizen Science Portal allows you to record and track sightings of plants, animals, insects, and habitats—helping scientists, conservationists, and communities protect biodiversity.

2. Create an Account
You’ll need a free account to submit records.
1. Go to: https://records.biodiversityireland.ie
2. Click “Login” (top right) and select “Register”
3. Enter your name, email, and create a password
4. Confirm your email via the link sent to your inbox

3. Explore the Dashboard
Once logged in, you'll see your personal recording dashboard, which includes:
· My Records – your submitted sightings
· Add Record – to submit a new observation
· My Lists – personal species lists
· My Photos – uploaded photos
· Maps – view your records on a map

4. Submit a Sighting
To record a species you’ve spotted:
1. Click “Add Record”
2. Choose your project (e.g. Butterflies, Garden Birds, Invasive Species)
3. Enter details:
· Species name (common or scientific)
· Date observed
· Location (enter address or drop a pin on the map)
· Number seen
· Upload a photo (optional but helpful for verification)
4. Click “Submit”
 Your record will be reviewed by experts before being added to the national database.

5. Use the Species Dashboards
Want to learn more about what’s around you?
· Click “Explore” to see interactive maps, trends, and info on species
· Use “Species Dashboards” for butterflies, bees, ladybirds, mammals, and more

6. Tips for Accurate Recording
· Always record the exact location
· Use photos when unsure of species (especially insects or plants)
· Use the NBDC App for mobile sightings (search “Biodiversity Data Capture” on app stores)

7. Want to Go Further?
· Join specific surveys like Bees, Bumblebee Monitoring, Butterfly Atlas, etc.
· Encourage others in your community to take part!
· Visit the Knowledge Base at biodiversityireland.ie to learn more.
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