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Inishowen Flood

& irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/flooding-from-derry-to-donegal-1.3196902

Flooding from Derry to Donegal

Rainfall in excess of 30mm left a trail of destruction in the northwest
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Atractor that fell into a river after a road
collapsed in Iskaheen, Co Donegal
Photograph: Niall Carson/PA Wire
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Clean up operations underway at Cockhill

Bridge in Buncrana, Co Donegal, after
e heavy rain. Photograph: Niall Carson/PA
Wire
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Natural Flood Management

After flood of 2017, IRT began looking into natural flood management. 3 phase project:
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1. Awareness raising
Feb 2018 — ran Slow the Flow event to introduce concept to community. Funded by LAWPRO/OPW

Sep-Oct 2018 — awareness events covering measures for river restoration and woodlands for water. Funded by
LAWPRO y.
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2. Scoping Project
Nov 2018 — began collaboration with Trinity College to look at potential for NFM in Inishowen. OPW funded

March 2020-July 2020 - Community Consultations to gauge interest
(S /

3. Implementation

Dec 2020 — Secured funds from multiple agencies to implement measures (EU LEADER, OPW, LAWPRO,
Donegal CoCo)




Scoping Study by Trinity
College

Bourke, Halpin, Brady & Quinn (2019)
The Opportunity for Natural Water
Retention Measures in Inishowen
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connecting with landowners

information =—— .
promote understanding

videos e

securing permission

meetings «—
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support

personal contacts e—|

desktop study «—
— baseline survey

ground truthing e——

maps and design details ——

» feedback to contractor

construction
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FLOOD PROJECT AND LEARN
HOW TO BUILD A LEAKY DAM
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Landowner permission

e 200 locals contacted
* 30 landowners engaged
e 11 sites agreed

 Dams did not require Section 50 or
Section 47 consents. All checked by
OPW.




Location of measures
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NFM measures

52 Log leaky dams
7 Natural log dams
6 Boarded dams

4 Check dams

Gully stuffing

Check dam
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Natural leaky dam

Boarded dam

Gully stuffing
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Log leaky dams

 approx. 0.5m?>/ dam of larch or spruce
* Install 3-5 per day
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Learnings

e Local knowledge and collaboration is key
e Ground truthing critical
* Sourcing and prep materials

* Need for demonstration sites to show how
leaky dam works

* Need to work sensitively with community
and environment

Monitoring equipment in place
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